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NAACP MIDWESTERN REGION IV

4477 WOODSON ROAD, SUITE 201


ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63134

TO:

ALL NAACP BRANCHES, STATE CONFERENCE OF BRANCHES, NATIONAL BOARD MEMBERS, YOUTH COUNCILS AND COLLEGE CHAPTERS

FROM:
REV. GILL L. FORD, REGIONAL DIRECTOR

SHALIA M. LINDSEY, REGIONAL YOUTH DIRECTOR

DATE:
JULY 25, 2005
SUBJECT:
KEEP THE VOTE ALIVE! MARCH & RALLY
During our 96th Annual National Convention the NAACP joined with the Rainbow/PUSH and the Coalition of Conscience to support the Keep The Vote Alive March and Rally on August 6, 2005 in Atlanta, Georgia.  On this date the NAACP and the Coalition of Conscience will gather to commemorate the 40th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act and to call attention to the threats facing minorities and the poor as key provisions of the Act come up for renewal in 2007.

We are calling on all units to join us in Atlanta on August 6th.  Among the keynote speakers will be our new President/CEO, Mr. Bruce Gordon.  This will be Mr. Gordon’s first appearance as President/CEO of the NAACP with the wider civil rights community.  Therefore, we need to ensure that the NAACP Family is there to support this historic event.  Other speakers include:  Rev. Jesse Jackson, Judge Greg Mathis, Ambassador Andrew Young, AME Bishop Vashti McKenzie, Congresspersons Maxine Waters and John Lewis, Dr. Joseph Lowery, AFL-CIO President John Sweeny, Coach Ken Carter and many others. Additionally, Stevie Wonder and Roberta Flack will be providing entertainment.

The pre-march gathering is scheduled to begin at 8:00 a.m. with the march starting at 10:00 a.m.   The day will include speeches, music, spoken word, enlightening fun activities, and a health fair.
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We are requesting all Units to:

· Join us in Atlanta on August 6th for the March and Rally.  Coordinate buses, vans and car caravans from your local community.  Enclosed is a march participation form.  Please complete the form and fax it to the Regional Office at 314. 428.9904. 

· Ask local churches and community organizations to endorse the march and help fund buses to send people.  Many labor unions, SCLC, Coalition For the People’s Agenda, the Lawyer’s Committee for Civil Rights Under the Law, United for Peace and Justice and many others have already endorsed the march.

· Hold a local press conference along with other coalition partners to raise awareness and recruit participants for the march.

Hotel and Travel

Please find hotel and travel information included on a separate sheet in this mailing. 

Release Liability Forms

Also, included in this mailing are release liability forms that need to be completed by everyone who plans to attend representing the NAACP.  Please turn your completed forms into your respective Branch, Youth Unit, or State Conference representatives.

Parking 

Parking will be available at Turner Field (The Atlanta Braves Stadium) located at Capitol Avenue and I-20. Shuttle buses will transport people to and from the March and Rally sites. Please be mindful that there is a minimal fee of $10.00 for parking each bus and each car.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and participation.  We sincerely look forward to Region IV being represented well on August 6th in Atlanta!  

For more information, please contact the Mid-Western Regional Office at 314.428.9900 or email us naacpyc4@hotmail.com.
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