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April 10, 2005

Dear Honorable Representative Joe Aull;

In am writing to express my opposition to, as well as advocate for a "NO" on the proposed "Tax Credit Voucher Bill, HB 639. I am deeply troubled that anyone would attempt to exploit the unfortunate challenges facing many urban, rural, and low income families by insinuating that this Bill will fulfill our obligation as a State or a society to provide children a level of education that allows them to pursue their dreams.  

It is disingenuous to intimate or claim that the level of funding ($500.00) or scholarships proposed in this bill would provide and kind of reasonable amount of assistance to a child or a family.  

The Bill moves public funds to private, religious, and home schools by means of a tax credit that removes revenues that would otherwise accrue to the State's General Revenue fund.  As the NAACP, we must strongly oppose any measure to transfer state funds to private, religious and home schools.  There exist a potential $40 million cost to the state by assuming a like reduction of state cost for the formula.  Such a reduction in state formula cost can only be accomplished by a reduction in formula appropriations.  All districts in the state would be affected by this cut to school funding, especially rural communities and low income areas, as the proration factor is reduced.   

The Mar-Saline Branch of the NAACP and the NAACP supports equal access to educational opportunities, which is our highest priority as reflected throughout the history o the NAACP.  The NAACP is on record, 1992 Resolution, opposing any form of "Voucher System".  These programs have been found to be inherently discriminatory, regressive, and racially disparate in their adverse impact on the vast majority of children.  

I/we are requesting that a real and sincere effort be put forth for the purpose of providing the quality of education every child needs and deserves.  

Sincerely,
Clyde L. Williams, 

President Mar-Saline Branch NAACP

Cc: Mary Ratliff, President Missouri State Conference of NAACP Branches,             


 Robert Gordon, School Superintendent, Governor Matt Blunt, and file


